
 projeto Querino is supported by the Ibirapitanga Institute. 

 The podcast is produced by Rádio Novelo. 

 Episode 01: Doubling Down 

 <<<<< sounds of flames crackling >>>>> 

 <<<<< sirens approach >>>>> 

 Voice  1:  What  the  hell,  man.  The  fire’s  going  all  the  way  up  there,  man.  (It’s  all  the 
 way up there…)  They’re going to put it out. Just look  at that… 

 Voice  2:  There  are  multiple  fire  engines  here...  the  Municipal  Guards  are  on  the 
 scene… the fire’s spreading really  fast. 

 <<<<< TV flips on >>>>> 

 Voice  3:  Breaking  news  here.  As  we  speak,  a  major  fire  is  destroying  the  National 
 Museum in Rio de Janeiro. 

 <<<<< channel changes >>>>> 

 Voice  4:  Look,  it’s  a  heartbreaking  sight.  From  here,  we  can  see  the  entire  museum 
 being  destroyed  by  the  fire.  The  blaze  began  around  seven-thirty  this  evening. 
 According to spokespeople… 

 <<<<< ambience, footsteps >>>>> 

 Tiago  Rogero:  The  fire  at  the  National  Museum  raged  through  the  night,  from  a  Sunday  to  a 
 Monday, in September of 2018. 

 It burned for over six hours, and more than 80% of the collection was lost. 

 Almost everything that was inside. 



 The  external  structure  was  left  – the  walls,  the  façade.  And  I’m  looking  at  the  building  right 
 now.  It’s  in  the  Quinta  da  Boa  Vista,  which  is  a  park  in  São  Cristóvão,  a  neighborhood  in  Rio 
 de Janeiro’s North Zone. 

 I think the day of the fire is still very much present in people’s minds. 

 For  nearly  everybody,  that  may  be  the  first  image  that  comes  to  mind  when  you  mention 
 the museum. 

 Which is understandable, of course, because what happened was unbelievable. 

 But this building... it has a few skeletons in its closet. There’s a lot of history there. 

 Before it became a museum, this huge palace was somebody’s house. 

 Their house. 

 It’s funny to think about the idea of a house. 

 Because the place you live can reveal all sorts of things about who you are. 

 If you own or rent… 

 If your house is close to your family, or close to work… 

 If it’s big, if it’s small… 

 If it’s new, if it’s old… 

 Some houses can even help explain the history of a nation. 

 And that’s the case with this one. 

 The  palace  that  housed  the  National  Museum  was  once  the  official  residence  of  the  royal 
 family,  and  then  the  imperial  family,  of  Brazil.  You  know?  Dom  João  VI,  Dom  Pedro  I,  Dom 
 Pedro II, Princess Isabel? 

 Its name is the Palace of S  ã  o Crist  ó  v  ã  o. 

 It used to be something like the Palácio da Alvorada in Brasília.  1 

 But  unlike  the  Alvorada,  this  palace  here  wasn’t  built  to  be  the  official  residence  of  D.  João 
 VI. 

 1  The Palácio da Alvorada, or “Palace of the Dawn,” has been the official residence of Brazil’s president since 
 1958. 
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 There was already a building here when he came. 

 It’d been built by a rich merchant, Elias Antônio Lopes. 

 When  the  Portuguese  royal  family  came  to  Brazil  in  1808,  it  was,  hands  down,  the  best 
 mansion  in  Rio.  And  Elias  donated  the  house  – the  whole  Quinta  da  Boa  Vista  – so  D.  João  VI 
 could live there with his family. 

 Nice guy… 

 But  how’d  a  businessman  like  Elias  make  so  much  money  that  he  could  not  only  build  the 
 best mansion in all of Rio, but also be okay with giving it away? 

 Just handing it over? 

 See,  he  wasn’t  just  any  businessman.  He  worked  with  the  most  valuable  product  of  his  time. 
 Not coffee, not sugar, not gold, not diamonds. 

 Elias traded… people. 

 Elias  Antônio  Lopes  would  send  ships  to  the  African  coast,  load  on  a  bunch  of  people  in 
 chains  – men,  women,  children  – put  them  all  in  the  belly  of  that  ship  for  a  journey  that 
 lasted weeks or even months, and bring them to sell here. 

 And the royal family accepted his donation. 

 They weren’t the slightest bit ashamed to accept this… present. 

 The slave trade was legal back then, permitted by law, 

 but the whole thing is still appalling. 

 And  the  symbolism  of  the  gesture  – taking  a  house  that  had  been  built  with  the  money  from 
 the slave trade and making it an official residence, 

 the extremely close relationship between a slave trader and the royal family, 

 the symbolism there 

 helps explain not only why slavery lasted as long as it did in Brazil, 

 but it also helps explain Brazil’s Independence. 
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 It helps explain why Brazil 

 is Brazil. 

 Because, 
 and they might not have told you this in school, 

 but Brazil was born of slavery. 

 It was the exploitation of the knowledge and work,  

 first of Indigenous peoples, 

 then Africans and their descendants, 

 that gave rise to all the wealth of the colony, then the nation. 

 When Brazil became independent from Portugal, in 1822, 

 there were plenty of countries, 

 European  nations,  for  example,  which  had  already  made  a  pretty  penny  on  slavery  and  the 
 slave trade, 

 which  were  discussing  and  even  implementing  the  end  of  the  slave  trade,  or  the  abolition  of 
 slavery. 

 But Brazil went in the opposite direction. 

 Brazil’s elites not only reaffirmed their pact with the exploitation of enslaved labor. 

 They doubled down. Slavery wouldn’t just continue. It was going to grow. 

 And it’s not like there wasn’t another choice, another potential future for Brazil. 

 There were several. 

 And you’ll hear about them in a bit. 

 It was because of slavery and thanks to slavery that that ragbag of provinces, 

 each so different from the last, 

 decided to get together and try to form 

 a nation. A union. 

 Because of slavery 
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 and out of fear. 

 This  podcast,  and  projeto  Querino  which  are  supported  by  the  Ibirapitanga  Institute,  are  the 
 fruits of a long journey of research, travel, and dozens of interviews that began back in 2020. 

 An Afro-centered vision of Brazilian history. 

 A history you might not have heard before, or read, or seen. 

 With no compunctions about pointing fingers at the elites. 

 At those who enslaved people and benefited from it. 

 Placing responsibilities where they belong. 

 What better time to do that than on the 200  th  anniversary  of Independence? 

 I’m Tiago Rogero, 

 and this is the projeto Querino podcast, 

 produced by Rádio Novelo. 

 Episode One: Doubling Down. 

 Thiago  Campos  Pessoa:  It’s  fascinating  – Brazil  is  born  as  a  country,  as  a 
 nation-state,  bound  to  the  trade  in  Africans,  because  the  agents  of  the  trade  are 
 directly  involved,  in  a  really  crucial  way,  in  the  very  construction  of  the  nation-state. 
 The  Emperor’s  own  home  had  a  direct  connection  to  the  slave  trade,  which  is 
 emblematic in and of itself. 

 Tiago  Rogero:  This  is  the  historian  and  professor  Thiago  Campos  Pessoa.  He  wrote  a  book 
 that’ll  be  key  for  us  in  the  next  episode.  But  right  now,  he’s  explaining  what  a  slave  trader 
 was, back then. 

 Since the late 18th century, Rio de Janeiro had been the wealthiest province in Brazil. 

 And that wealth came from the slave trade. 

 Something to keep in mind is that the slave trade wasn’t a one-man thing. 
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 A story with a single villain. 

 It was a supply chain. 

 Thiago  Campos  Pessoa:  It  was  a  really  complex  operation,  in  logistical,  economic, 
 financial  terms…  So  when  you  think  about  the  slave  trade,  you’ve  got  to  envision  a 
 whole  chain  of  actors  and  goods  and  agencies  that  stretches  far  beyond  the 
 control  of  the  slave  trader.  It  wasn’t  the  sort  of  thing  that  a  single  person  could 
 handle. 

 Tiago Rogero:  While it was still legal, the slave  trade was starting to be called into question. 

 During the colonial period, the term  tráfico  was mostly  used to mean… 

 Thiago  Campos  Pessoa:  …commerce  and  movement.  Now,  at  the  turn  of  the  19th 
 century,  as  abolitionism  gets  going  in  England,  the  idea  of  being  a  slave  trader 
 starts  to  change  a  bit.  Especially  because  of  the  moral  and  political  condemnation 
 that  came  down  from  the  broad  movement  that  began  in  England  and  spreads 
 across the West. 

 Tiago  Rogero:  Before  then,  England  had  profited  plenty  off  the  trade  in  enslaved  people, 
 and off slavery. 

 Plenty. 

 But the Industrial Revolution was getting into swing, 

 and in 1807, Parliament decided to end the slave trade to England and its colonies. 

 That  meant  that  whatever  was  made  in  those  colonies  became  more  expensive  than  the 
 products  of  places  that  were  still  using  slave  labor.  Like  the  Portuguese  colonies,  for 
 example. 

 Speaking  of  which,  I  haven’t  explained  why  the  Portuguese  royal  family  wound  up  in  one  of 
 those colonies. 

 In 1789, the French Revolution began. 

 Ten  years  went  by,  there  was  a  coup,  and  a  military  officer  rose  to  power:  Napoleon 
 Bonaparte. 

 He crowned himself emperor and began expanding the French empire. 

 France invaded Portugal, and the royal family fled to Brazil. 
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 England, which was also fighting against France, escorted the Portuguese ships. 

 Back  then,  D.  João  VI  was  still  the  regent.  The  queen  was  his  mother,  D.  Maria  I,  but  she’d 
 been declared mentally unfit some 15 years earlier. 

 And  then,  in  exchange  for  the  aid  from  England,  D.  João  decreed  that  the  colony’s  ports 
 were open: Brazilian merchants could trade with other countries, not just with Portugal. 

 And  England,  which  had  been  Portugal’s  main  trading  partner  for  a  while  by  then,  started 
 pressuring D. João to put an end to the slave trade while he was at it. 

 There  was  even  a  Brazilian  friend  of  D.  João’s,  a  lawyer,  who  made  a  suggestion:  the 
 children  of  enslaved  people  should  be  born  free  from  that  moment  on,  and  slavery  as  a 
 whole should end in ten years’ time. That was in 1810. 

 Know what Dom João did with that advice? Nothing. 

 What he signed that year, under pressure from England, 

 was a treaty that committed to ending slavery gradually. 

 There was no deadline there. All it said was “gradually.” 

 Ynaê  Lopes  dos  Santos:  Brazil  becomes  an  independent  country  in  this  context,  in 
 which  its  most  important  political  partner  was  opposed  to  the  slave  trade  – not  just 
 opposed but leading a campaign to keep the slave trade from functioning. 

 Tiago  Rogero:  This  is  Ynaê  Lopes  dos  Santos,  a  historian  who  teaches  at  the  Fluminense 
 Federal  University.  She’s  also  our  history  consultant  on  this  project,  and  the  author  of  the 
 book  Racismo  brasileiro:  uma  história  da  formação  do  país  [Brazilian  Racism:  A  History  of 
 the Nation]. 

 Ynaê  Lopes  dos  Santos:  Brazil  was  still  a  colony,  I  mean...  it  wasn’t  a  colony,  Brazil 
 was… it was part of the state, of the overseas empire, as… operating as a state… 

 Tiago Rogero:  The royal family’s arrival meant a change  in status for Brazil. 
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 After  the  ports  were  opened,  the  economy  roared  ahead.  Especially  in  Rio  and  in  the 
 Southeast as a whole. 

 And Brazil got a sort of promotion, in 1815: 

 it went from being a colony to being part of the United Kingdom of Portugal. 

 Ynaê  Lopes  dos  Santos:  …something  between  a  colony  and  a  sovereign  state.  A 
 politically ambiguous status, to say the least. 

 Tiago Rogero:  That same year, D. João signed a new  treaty with England. 

 From  then  on,  Portugal  and  Brazil  were  forbidden  from  trafficking  people  who  had  been 
 kidnapped above the Equator. 

 And there’s a huge part of the African continent above the Equator. 

 You think anyone followed that rule? 

 What happened was, the slave trade didn’t end. 

 It grew. 

 In  the  ten  years  prior  to  the  royal  family’s  arrival,  30,000  enslaved  people  were  brought  to 
 Brazil every year. 

 In the ten years that followed, that rose to 42,000 per year. 

 There  were  more  enslaved  people  in  Brazil,  just  over  a  million  people,  than  the  entire 
 population of Portugal. 

 Ynaê  Lopes  dos  Santos:  The  arrival  of  the  royal  family  also  marks  the  deepening  of 
 the  culture  of  slaveholding  in  Brazil,  with  its  powerful  connection  to  the  transatlantic 
 trade.  The  trade  was  largely  operated  by  a  significant  number  of  oligarchical 
 families  from  across  the  country,  from  different  regions,  whose  wealth  stemmed 
 from the trade. 

 Tiago  Rogero:  The  French  troops  eventually  withdrew  from  Portugal,  but  the  royal  family 
 stayed on in Brazil. 

 The  economy  over  there  was  in  tatters,  and  the  Portuguese  were  complaining  that  they’d 
 become a colony of Brazil, where the economy was booming. 
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 Then the Liberal Revolution of 1820 broke out in Portugal. 

 There  came  a  coup,  supported  by  the  military,  and  they  decided  to  transform  the  Kingdom 
 of Portugal into a constitutional monarchy. 

 Now, they’d have a Constitution drawn up by an assembly. 

 D.  João  was  the  king  by  then  – his  mother  had  already  died  –  and  Portugal  demanded  that 
 he return. 

 In  February  of  1821,  while  still  in  Brazil,  he  was  forced  to  swear  loyalty  to  the  future  Portuguese 
 Constitution,  and  he  named  one  of  his  sons,  Pedro  age,  22,  as  prince  regent  of  the 
 provisional government of the Kingdom of Brazil. 

 D.  João  traveled  to  Lisbon,  taking  with  him  all  of  the  money  from  the  Bank  of  Brazil,  which 
 had been founded when he arrived. 

 Meanwhile, talks got started about the new Constitution in Portugal. 

 With Brazilian representatives at the table. 

 Mary  Del  Priore:  The  proposal  that  José  Bonifácio  makes  about  abolition  is  made 
 here,  before  the  Constituent  Assembly.  He  brings  the  proposal  with  him.  He’s 
 representing the provisional government of São Paulo. 

 Tiago  Rogero:  That’s  historian  and  writer  Mary  Del  Priore.  She  wrote  the  biography  of  the 
 founding father of Brazil’s Independence, José Bonifácio. 

 Bonifácio  wasn’t  one  of  the  representatives  at  the  assembly.  But  he’d  been  working  on  a 
 proposal for the São Paulo caucus to present: 

 the end of slavery. 

 Not immediate abolition, but a gradual one. 

 That way, he argued, it wouldn’t be ruinous for trade and farmers. 
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 Mary  Del  Priore:  So  he  has  a  proposal  for  abolition  that’s  never  presented,  never 
 heard out. Abolition in four years. It goes nowhere. At the Courts... 

 Tiago Rogero:  The assembly was called the Constituent  Courts. 

 Mary  Del  Priore:  …at  the  Courts,  one  person  who’s  very,  very,  very  active  is  his 
 brother,  Antonio  Carlos.  And  Antonio  Carlos  is  there  at  the  Courts,  in  Portugal, 
 talking  –  not  about  independence,  that  wasn’t  clear  yet  – but  about  the  autonomy 
 of  the  Brazilian  provinces.  That’s  what  they  want,  what  the  elites  desire.  Local  elites 
 want to be able to carry out their own business with no interference from Portugal. 

 Tiago Rogero:  The elites were afraid. 

 They were terrified. 

 Of losing everything they’d gained. 

 All the money, all the offices, all the privileges. 

 But that’s not the only thing they were afraid of. 

 Mary  Del  Priore:  I’d  recall  the  Haitian  Revolution,  which  is  a  sort  of  monster  looming 
 over  the  major  slaveholders  and  slave  traders  who  are  making  their  fortunes 
 around then. 

 Tiago  Rogero:  The  elites  were  mortally  afraid  of  a  revolution  like  the  one  in  Haiti,  which  had 
 broken out in recent memory, and so close to Brazil. 

 Do you know what the Haitian Revolution meant? 

 Marco  Morel:  The  Haitian  Revolution  was  one  of  the  greatest  events  in  the  history  of 
 humanity. 

 Tiago  Rogero:  This  is  Marco  Morel,  a  historian  and  professor  at  the  State  University  of  Rio, 
 author  of  the  book  A  Revolução  do  Haiti  e  o  Brasil  escravista:  o  que  não  deve  ser  dito  [The 
 Haitian Revolution and Slaveholding Brazil: That Which Must Not Be Spoken] 

 Marco  Morel:  It  was  the  first  insurrection  – a  rebellion  that  became  an  insurrection 
 and  then  a  revolution  – of  enslaved  workers  that  was  able  to  destroy  a  slaveholding 
 society,  in  the  case  of  a  colony,  and  rise  to  power.  That  is  a  singular  fact  in  the 
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 history  of  humanity.  A  slave  rebellion  that’s  able  to  destroy  a  slaveholding  society 
 and rise to power. 

 Tiago Rogero:  The enslaved population rose up, freed  themselves, 

 and killed their masters. 

 Marco  Morel:  Second  of  all,  it  was  the  second  Independence  ever  to  be  declared  in 
 the  Americas.  First  came  the  United  States,  then  Haiti.  Third,  but  not  least,  it  was  the 
 first  country  in  the  Americas  to  abolish  slavery,  in  1793,  94.  So  it  was  because  of  all 
 that,  and  because  of  the  prominence  of  blacks  and  mulattoes,  who  were  the 
 victors, in that they were able to create new forms of social relations. 

 Tiago  Rogero:  In  the  Courts,  back  in  Portugal,  there  were  folks  arguing  that,  once 
 independent, Brazil would face an uprising of the Black and enslaved population. 

 And things weren’t getting friendlier between the Portuguese and Brazilian representatives. 

 The Portuguese wanted the apparatus of the state –  

 or, to put it bluntly, the money –  

 to come back and be concentrated in Lisbon. 

 And they wanted their prince back, too. Pedro. 

 The Brazilians, meanwhile, wouldn’t stand for any of that. 

 They  wanted  their  own  system  of  laws,  a  fairer  breakdown  of  tax  revenue,  and  they  wanted 
 the prince to stay. 

 And word started going around here that what Portugal really wanted 

 was to recolonize Brazil. 

 Mary  Del  Priore:  There  you  have  a  common  enemy  –  the  danger  of  recolonization. 
 The  English  don’t  want  that,  since  they’re  high  on  the  hog  with  all  the  contracts 
 since  the  opening  of  the  ports,  and  neither  do  the  Brazilians,  who  don’t  want  to  be 
 reduced to second-class citizens. 

 Tiago Rogero:  Second-class citizens. 
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 Mary  Del  Priore:  They’ll  all  unite  behind  the  idea  of  an  empire,  a  powerful  empire, 
 out  of  fear  of  recolonization.  And  that  certainly  helps  to  strengthen  Bonifácio  as  D. 
 Pedro’s adviser. 

 Tiago Rogero:  Bonifácio, the one who’d drawn up a  proposal for the end of slavery. 

 Mary  Del  Priore:  He’s  got  the  king’s  ear,  but  he  faces  huge  resistance  from 
 slaveholders, from Portuguese merchants, from Portuguese nobles. 

 Tiago  Rogero:  José  Bonifácio  was  a  white  politician  who’d  just  come  back  after  nearly  40 
 years of studying in Europe and working a little bit. 

 There, he wound up coming into contact with English abolitionism. 

 But in general, he was a guy who hadn’t really stood out until then. 

 Mary  Del  Priore:  Despite  what  you  hear,  he  never  studied  with  any  major  scholar  in 
 France.  He’s  just  a  mineralogist.  He  teaches  at  a  university  where  he’s  hated.  He’s 
 Brazilian, he’s got no money, no prestige, he’s making peanuts. 

 Tiago Rogero:  But once back in Brazil, he wound up  getting in good with the prince regent. 

 Mary  Del  Priore:  He’ll  encourage  the  idea,  for  Dom  Pedro,  that  a  powerful  empire  is 
 a possibility. He’ll get signatures, 8,000 signatures, asking Dom Pedro to stay. 

 Tiago Rogero:  The “I am staying” moment.  2 

 In  September  1821,  a  decree  had  just  come  in  from  the  Courts,  putting  an  end  to  the  regency 
 and ordering the prince back to Portugal immediately. 

 But Pedro knew that his father, Dom João, had become a monarch in name only. 

 And so the prince decided to stay. 

 He fired his father’s entire cabinet and named another group. 

 2  January 9  th  , 1822 is remembered as the “Dia do Fico,”  the day when Pedro I, then regent, declared that “I 
 am staying” in Brazil. 
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 His right-hand man was Bonifácio, as the secretary of state and minister of foreign affairs. 

 That marked the first time a Brazilian served in the position. 

 Then, in 1822, there came a campaign on the home front to ensure Brazil’s independence. 

 And to make sure that it was smooth and orderly. 

 So as not to give the enslaved population a chance to rise up. 

 Above  all,  the  government  and  the  elites  wanted  to  keep  Brazil  from  splitting  up,  as  had 
 happened  with  the  rest  of  South  America,  where  multiple  colonies  had  been  subject  to  the 
 same king. 

 Mary  Del  Priore:  The  English  referred  to  Brazil  as  “Brazils,”  with  an  s.  “Brazils,” 
 because  Brazil  was  a  patchwork  at  best  – I  wonder  if  it  still  isn’t  that  way.  Anyway, 
 the  Northeast  wanted  one  thing,  the  North  wanted  another,  the  South  wanted 
 another, the Southeast, Minas always on the fence. 

 Tiago  Rogero:  One  thing  the  elites  from  all  of  those  different  parts  of  Brazil  shared  was  their 
 education: they sent their sons to study in Portugal, mainly at the University of Coimbra. 

 There’s no denying the importance of that shared education, 

 of the esprit de corps that established between them. 

 But what united those provinces, 

 those radically different places, 

 was slavery. 

 Or, rather: the fear of losing slavery. 

 As different as their interests and regional cultures were, 

 they’d  rather  stay  under  a  central  government  than  separate  and  run  the  risk  of  losing  their 
 main source of income: slave labor. 

 Because  that’s  what  was  happening  in  some  neighboring  countries,  like  Argentina,  for 
 example, which had started a gradual abolition of slavery back in 1813. 
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 Beside the risk of a civil war, 

 or an all-out slave rebellion, 

 like the one in Haiti. 

 At  this  point,  the  prince  started  traveling  around  to  talk  to  major  landholders  and  slave 
 traders. 

 Brazil’s upstanding citizenry could rest easy: 

 Independence, yes. 

 Abolition, no. 

 Thiago  Campos  Pessoa:  The  Brazilian  State  is  founded  on  a  pact  with  the  slave 
 trade. 

 Tiago Rogero:  Here, again, is Thiago Campos Pessoa. 

 Thiago  Campos  Pessoa:  Those  traders  were  a  part  of  the  Brazilian  state’s 
 commitment  to  the  continuation  of  the  slave  trade.  They  helped  to  structure  and 
 ballast  the  very  construction  of  the  Empire  – but,  in  a  sense,  that  part  of  the  story 
 isn’t  told.  Pedro  I,  when  he’s  looking  for  support  for  breaking  away  from  Portugal, 
 goes  to  shore  up  that  support  in  the  Paraíba  Valley  and  in  Minas  Gerais,  precisely 
 by  swearing  that  slavery  would  continue.  Swearing  that  enslaved  property  would  be 
 safe. 

 Tiago  Rogero:  And  it  was  on  one  of  those  trips  that  some  explosive  news  arrived  from 
 Portugal: 

 the Courts were planning to send troops to Brazil. 

 And they were overturning all of the prince’s nominations, Bonifácio among them. 

 Bonifácio wrote a letter to the prince, telling him that he had to act quickly. 

 His only option was to break away from Portugal once and for all. 
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 Brazil’s  declaration  of  independence  is  one  of  those  things  that,  if  you  close  your  eyes,  you 
 can imagine the scene. 

 There’s a bunch of white men on horseback, on the banks of the Ipiranga River, 

 and in their midst is Dom Pedro, with that weird beard of his, 

 astride his horse, 

 raising his sword aloft 

 and shouting. 

 A heroic tableau. 

 The thing is... 

 things didn’t really happen that way. 

 Ynaê  Lopes  dos  Santos:  What  we  know  of  it  is  that  it  was  a  very  turbulent  process, 
 with very little glamour about it. 

 Tiago Rogero:  Here again is Ynaê Lopes dos Santos. 

 Ynaê  Lopes  dos  Santos:  In  a  sense,  Dom  Pedro  I  – who  wasn’t  Pedro  I,  yet,  he  was 
 the  prince  regent  – he  was  caught  off-guard.  There’s  something  symbolic  in  the 
 fact  that  they  were  on  muleback.  There’s  no  cavalry,  no  pompous  clothing.  The 
 guy’s  coming  back  from  a  dayslong  trip,  Rio-São  Paulo  took  around  two  or  three 
 days.  And  on  the  way  back,  he  gets  a  letter  – two,  actually,  one  from  his  wife  and 
 another  from  Bonifácio,  telling  him  that  his  wife,  as  the  regent,  she  was  the  one 
 actually  governing  Brazil  right  then…  She  had  already  declared  Brazil’s 
 independence. And that’s when he pulls out his sword… 

 Tiago Rogero:  Since Dom Pedro was campaigning across  the country, and had left Rio, 

 his wife, Maria Leopoldina, was the provisional ruler. 

 So when the news came in from Portugal, 

 she was the one who declared independence. Dom Pedro just ratified her decision. 

 The image we have of September 7  th  , the myth, comes  from a painting. 

 Its title is “Independence or Death,” and it was painted by Pedro Américo. 
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 It’s an epic painting, with all the elements I mentioned, 

 but it was painted 76 years after the fact. In 1888. 

 Now, it’s not because the declaration wasn’t all that that it wasn’t important. 

 That moment did represent a break. 

 And it also represented the victory – of one group, at least. 

 Ynaê  Lopes  dos  Santos:  I  like  to  reinforce  September  7th  because  it’s  a  moment 
 when  you  have  a  very  specific,  cohesive  group,  and  the  cohesion,  what  unites  those 
 people  who  are  defining  the  political  future  of  this  nation,  is  in  large  part  their 
 identity as slaveholders. 

 We  have  to  see  this  moment  as  one  of  political  rupture,  but  considering  who  the 
 agents  of  that  rupture  are,  and  what  they  choose  to  preserve  and  why,  amidst  all 
 those  transformations.  And  slavery  is  certainly  the  biggest  investment,  the  biggest 
 element  they  choose  to  keep.  And  again,  they  choose  to  keep  it  at  a  moment  when 
 the possibility of an end to slavery was very much on the table. 

 Tiago Rogero:  Brazil might have gone in other directions. 

 There were multiple visions of Brazil. 

 But the one that won out… was the slaveholders.’ 

 And  it  wasn’t  like  Brazil  would  be  progressive  or  anything  if  they  decided  to  end  slavery  right 
 then. Or even just the slave trade. 

 In the United States, for example, the overseas trade had been banned since 1808. 

 Here, things got even worse. 

 Remember  that  after  the  royal  family  arrived,  the  volume  of  people  being  shipped  here 
 went from 30,000 to 42,000 per year? 

 After Brazil’s independence, it jumped to 52,000. 

 Ynaê  Lopes  dos  Santos:  Racism  isn’t  like  a  kind  of  gas  that  you  find  in  the 
 atmosphere.  Racism  is  a  human  construction.  And  so  is  slavery.  Slavery  is  an 
 institution.  And  it  lasted  because  you’ve  got  a  group  of  slaveholders,  who  were  a 
 group  that  made  up  the  Brazilian  political  elite,  or  the  Brazilian  political  elites,  for  all 
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 their  diversity,  their  disagreements…  they  had  in  common  the  fact  that  they  owned 
 enslaved people. 

 Tiago  Rogero:  In  December  1822,  the  symbols  of  the  nation  were  created.  Like  the  flag  of  the 
 Brazilian Empire. 

 You ever take a good look at the Imperial flag? 

 It’s  got  the  same  green  rectangle  as  the  flag  we  have  today,  which  represents  the  house  of 
 Bragança, Dom Pedro’s family; 

 there's the yellow rhombus, representing the house of Maria Leopoldina’s family; 

 there’s the cross of the Order of Christ; 

 you’ve got stars, representing the provinces, 

 and then there’s the crown. 

 Above the crown, there’s another cross, symbolizing that God was above everything.  3  Hm. 

 But besides all that, there are two little leafy branches that nobody tends to notice. 

 The branches wrap around the coat of arms. 

 On  one  side,  there’s  coffee;  and  on  the  other  is  a  branch  of  tobacco.  They’re  tied  together  by 
 the nation, in the form of a green-and-yellow ribbon. 

 And  the  idea,  according  to  Dom  Pedro,  was  for  the  branches  to  represent  the  wealth  of  the 
 nation. 

 Coffee 

 and tobacco. 

 So let me just ask: 

 Who reaped and sowed, 

 who worked and died, 

 to create those two sources of the nation’s wealth? 

 <<<<< TV flips on >>>>> 

 3  Brasil acima de tudo, Deus acima de todos  – Brazil  above everything, God above all – was the slogan 
 used by Jair Bolsonaro during his 2018 presidential campaign. 
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 Voice  5:  Avenida  Paulista,  the  main  site  for  the  protests  in  São  Paulo,  saw  not  only 
 demonstrations  of  support  for  the  reforms  of  the  Bolsonaro  administration,  but  also 
 more unorthodox causes, such as the defense of the monarchy. 

 Voice  6:  Just  a  short  time  ago,  there  were...  there  were  millions  of  us,  but  we  were 
 silent.  Now  we’ve  taken  to  the  streets  across  Brazil,  and  people  see  the  Imperial  flag 
 and they go, “Oh, it’s the monarchy, the monarchy!” 

 <<<<< TV flips off >>>>> 

 Tiago Rogero:  Now, it’d be wrong to say that there  was no war of independence in Brazil. 

 There was a war. 

 Blood was spilled. 

 Just not blue blood. 

 Ynaê  Lopes  dos  Santos:  The  wars  of  independence  were  wars  that  took  place  in 
 multiple  parts  of  the  country  and  obviously  on  different  scales,  in  which  the  armed 
 forces  of  this  newly  minted  country,  with  the  all-important  support  of  what  was  now 
 the  Brazilian  population,  fought  to  expel  the  Portuguese  troops.  These  are 
 movements  with  huge  popular  support.  And  that  doesn’t  mean  that  people  went  to 
 their  windows  and  clapped.  Popular  support  means  that  people  went  out  into  the 
 streets  with  knives,  with  whatever  they  had.  Because  we’re  not  talking  about  a 
 professionally organized Army yet. 

 Tiago Rogero:  The most famous of those wars, 

 the one that left the biggest mark, 

 came in Bahia. 

 Ynaê  Lopes  dos  Santos:  By  way  of  a  movement  in  which  the  common  people  really 
 took  part,  with  the  participation  of  three  women  who  –  in  different  degrees,  given 
 their respective races – who rose to prominence in Brazilian history… 

 Tiago Rogero:  One of those women was Maria Felipa,  right? 
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 Ynaê  Lopes  dos  Santos:  Yes.  The  most  emblematic  Black  woman  from  that  period 
 of Brazilian history. 

 Tiago Rogero:  Maria Felipa de Oliveira. 

 Tiago  Rogero:  First,  please  introduce  yourself  to  the  listeners.  Your  full  name,  and 
 however you’d like to describe yourself. 

 Valdíria  Lopes:  Well,  I’m  Valdíria  Lopes,  and  I’m  an  educator,  specializing  in  the 
 methodology of African and Afro-Brazilian education. 

 Tiago Rogero:  The War of Independence in Bahia began  in February of 1822. 

 First, the Courts named a Portuguese official to serve as the Governor-at-Arms of Bahia. 

 The local population protested. 

 The province was a powder keg. 

 And then the Portuguese forces attacked Brazilian soldiers. 

 Valdíria  Lopes:  Maria  Felipa,  for  me,  represents  the  Black  men  and  women  who  lost 
 their  lives,  who  were  made  invisible  for  centuries.  And  in  the  history  books,  you  don’t 
 read  about  the  bodies  that  were  tossed  aside.  Maria  Felipa,  for  me,  represents  the 
 Black presence in the struggle for Brazil’s independence in Bahia. 

 Tiago Rogero:  The front lines of Brazil’s resistance  were made up of Black people, 

 the so-called “colored troops.” 

 While Black folks resisted in Salvador, 

 their white, rich compatriots ran off to their estates in the Recôncavo region. 

 Dom Pedro hired a French mercenary, Pierre Labatut, 

 to lead the Brazilian troops. 

 Valdíria  Lopes:  Here  in  Itaparica  is  where  the  most  blood  was  spilled  in  the  fight  for 
 independence.  Itaparica  is  a  crucial  place  when  you’re  talking  about  the 
 consequences  of  the  fight  for  independence.  But  very  few  people  know  that,  and  it’s 
 hardly talked about. 
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 Tiago Rogero:  On Itaparica Island, in the Bay of All Saints, 

 Maria Felipa de Oliveira, 

 a Black woman, 

 a fisherwoman and street vendor, 

 was said to have led a group that set Portuguese ships on fire. 

 And  the  women  she  led  were  said  to  have  taken  bull  nettles  – you  know,  the  kind  of  plant 
 that’ll burn your skin if you touch it –  

 they were said to have taken bull nettles and given the Portuguese a beating with them. 

 I’m  putting  in  all  these  “said  to”  because  there  aren’t  many  official  documents  to  attest  to 
 all of Maria Felipa’s feats. 

 But we know how Brazil treats documents. 

 To  say  nothing  of  a  document  about  an  initiative  taken  by  a  woman,  by  a  Black  woman,  200 
 years ago. 

 And in the end, what really matters is what Maria Felipa means. 

 Valdíria  Lopes:  Plenty  of  Black  folks  went  to  fight  for  their  independence.  We  know 
 that,  but  that’s  not  how  the  story’s  told.  From  an  educational  perspective,  Maria 
 Felipa  is  the  element  that  allows  us  to  tell  the  unwritten  story.  We’re  still  dealing  with 
 prejudice  because  most  academics  say  it’s  a  myth,  that  she  never  existed.  But  we 
 know  that  history  is  made  from  memories.  I  feel  represented,  seeing  her  as  a 
 heroine.  I  don’t  need  any  academic  to  say  that  she’s  important.  She  stands  for 
 Black  people  in  the  fight  for  independence.  She  pulls  us  out  of  invisibility  in  the 
 textbooks, you know? That’s what you call a powerful woman. 

 Tiago Rogero:  The war for Independence only ended  in July of 1823, 

 when the Portuguese troops finally headed back home. 

 It was on July 2nd, which is a holiday in Bahia to this day. 

 Mary  Del  Priore:  They  had  to  muster  a  fleet  to  stamp  out  the  conflict  in  Bahia,  which 
 is  where  independence  was  won,  and,  it  must  be  said,  with  blood,  with  the  blood  of 
 slaves,  and  with  the  blood  of  Afro-mestizos  and  Afro-Brazilians  who  wanted  to  fight 
 for independence. 
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 Tiago Rogero:  That’s Mary Del Priore. 

 So you see, there was a war, and people did die. 

 There was “Independence or Death.” 

 But the folks dying for it were Black and poor. 

 By this time, Dom Pedro had already been crowned. But he didn’t want to be king. 

 He wanted to be the Emperor of Brazil. 

 Straight white men’s self-esteem is really something else. 

 To create the Brazilian Navy, Bonifácio asked for help from England. 

 And  the  English,  who  were  still  among  Brazil’s  biggest  trading  partners,  kept  on  pressing  for 
 the end of the slave trade. 

 So to convince England, Bonifácio told them that he disapproved of the slave trade. 

 And  the  only  reason  he  wasn’t  going  to  cut  it  off  was  because  that  might  threaten  the 
 existence of the newly formed government. 

 But in two or three years, this “evil,” 

 and that’s how he referred to it, 

 this evil would be put to an end. 

 Bonifácio even said that he knew that the price for the unity of the empire was slavery. 

 A price that generations and generations of Black people –  

 the ones who survived, that is – 

 are still paying to this day. 

 Well, now, every new country needs laws. A Constitution. 

 In May of 1823, the National Constituent Assembly was formed. 
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 The representatives were almost all rich white men, 

 a few of African descent, 

 but none of them were dark-skinned. 

 And no women – back then, women couldn’t vote or hold office. 

 Slavery, of course, came up in the assembly. 

 Some representatives took a stance against it. 

 Calling for abolition. 

 And there were those who argued that slavery had to continue. 

 After all, just about everyone there owned slaves. 

 There  was  a  representative  from  Minas,  Maciel  da  Costa,  who  said  that  slavery  wasn’t  the 
 Brazilian elites’ fault. Get a load of this. 

 That the Africans -- 

 "come because their barbaric countrymen sell them.” 

 You’ve heard that kind of nonsense somewhere, right? 

 <<<<< radio tuning in >>>>> 

 Jair  Bolsonaro:  Look  now...  If  you  really  look  at  history,  the  Portuguese  never  even 
 set foot in Africa, it was other Black people handing the slaves over… 

 Voice 7:  No. They absolutely set foot... For God’s  sake… 

 Jair Bolsonaro:  No, no, no, for the love of-- 

 <<<<< radio tuning out >>>>> 

 Tiago  Rogero:  Bonifácio  meanwhile  – he  was  a  representative,  too  –  drew  up  a  huge 
 document to present in the Assembly, 

 arguing that it was time to end slavery. 
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 Mary  Del  Priore:  He’s  worried  about  Brazil’s  economic  progress.  And  as  he  sees  it, 
 slavery  is  an  albatross  that  makes  it  impossible  to  develop  the  nation’s  industries. 
 Makes it impossible to make intelligent use of the land. 

 Tiago  Rogero:  And  he  tried  to  convince  his  fellow  representatives  using  what  they  held  most 
 dear: their pocketbooks. 

 Without abolition, there’s no development. No growth. 

 Mary  Del  Priore:  These  are  issues  that  affect  the  growth  of  this  future  nation,  this 
 future  empire.  How  to  train  the  workforce,  how  to  create  schools.  He’s  really 
 concerned  about  education,  that’s  crucial  for  him.  He  has  a  vision  of  the  whole.  Not 
 just  slavery  – how  to  make  Brazil  grow.  Technical  schools,  immigration...  So  the  issue 
 of  slavery  is  subsumed  in  the  project  of  making  Brazil  grow,  industrialize,  break  up 
 estates… And above all, educate itself. 

 Tiago Rogero:  This is what Bonifácio wrote: 

 Voice  8:  The  thieving,  clashes,  and  wars  that  we  foment  among  the  African  savages 
 must  end  once  and  for  all.  There  must  come  an  end  to  the  arrival  of  the  thousands 
 and  thousands  of  blacks  in  our  ports,  who  have  suffocated  to  death  in  the  bellies  of 
 our  ships,  packed  in  more  tightly  than  bales  of  hay;  there  must  come  an  end  to 
 these  countless  deaths,  this  measureless  suffering  we  have  inflicted  and  continue 
 to  inflict  on  those  unfortunates  on  very  our  own  soil.  The  time  has  come,  the  time  is 
 long  overdue,  for  us  to  do  away  with  such  a  barbaric,  bloodthirsty  trade;  the  time 
 has  also  come  for  us  to  begin  gradually  eliminating  slavery  among  us,  down  to  the 
 last  vestiges,  so  that  within  a  few  generations  we  may  form  a  homogeneous  nation, 
 without which we will never be truly free, respectable, or happy. 

 Tiago Rogero:  Even criticizing the barbaric practice  of slavery, 

 José Bonifácio was still a rich, white man from the early 19  th  century. 

 That’s clear when he calls the Africans “savages.” 

 But anyway, Bonifácio’s document had 32 articles. 

 You can read it in full on the projeto Querino website. 

 But that document 
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 was never presented to the Assembly. 

 In a very short span of time, a ton of things happened. 

 First, Bonifácio was fired by the Emperor. 

 Yep, straight-up fired. 

 His reformist ideas didn’t sit well with the monied crowd. 

 But that wasn’t all. 

 The other representatives complained of violence committed by Bonifácio and his brothers. 

 They’d even beaten a Portuguese journalist who’d criticized the family in a newspaper. 

 So  Dom  Pedro  broke  it  off  with  his  former  right-hand  man,  and  Bonifácio  and  his  family 
 went over to the opposition. 

 And  before  Bonifácio  could  present  the  document  about  slavery  on  the  floor  of  the 
 assembly, 

 Dom Pedro just shut the Assembly down. 

 That’s it, lights out. 

 One  of  the  reasons  was  that  the  representatives  were  working  on  a  draft  that  limited  the 
 emperor’s powers and strengthened the provincial elites. 

 Dom Pedro didn’t like that one bit, 

 and so it was game over. 

 Bonifácio was arrested, 

 then exiled. 

 Mary  Del  Priore:  I  don’t  think  he  fell  from  grace  because  of  his  stance  on  slavery. 
 Later,  in  exile,  he  never  even  deigns  to  mention  the  issue.  I’d  just  like  to  say,  to  all 
 those  who  still  see  him  as  the  great  founding  father  of  independence,  that  when  he 
 falls  from  favor,  he  founds  a  newspaper.  And  the  first  person  to  deem  Bonifácio  the 
 founding  father  of  independence  is  Bonifácio  himself.  In  the  newspaper,  which  was 
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 called  Os  Tamoios  ,  he  interviews  himself  and  says  that  the  Andradas  were 
 responsible  for  Brazil’s  independence,  overlooking  the  countless  battles  across  the 
 country, and that all Brazilians took part, in one way or another. 

 Tiago Rogero:  There was no more Constituent Assembly, 

 but the nation still needed laws. 

 So  then  the  emperor  named  a  commission  to  write  the  Constitution.  And  on  that 
 commission  was  Maciel  da  Costa  – the  one  who’d  said  that  the  Brazilian  elites  weren’t  to 
 blame for slavery. 

 Maciel  not  only  helped  write  the  Constitution,  he  became  Dom  Pedro’s  new  right-hand  man, 
 taking over for Bonifácio as minister. 

 And slavery... well. 

 We know what happened with slavery. 

 Ynaê  Lopes  dos  Santos:  If  there  is  one  thing  that  stayed  constant  after  Dom  Pedro’s 
 intervention  and  the  dissolution,  it’s  precisely  the  slaveholding  mentality,  which 
 reflects how slavery was ingrained in the Brazilian oligarchy. 

 Tiago Rogero:  Here again is Ynaê Lopes dos Santos. 

 Ynaê  Lopes  dos  Santos:  The  Brazilian  oligarchy  descends  from  owners  of  enslaved 
 people.  They  didn’t  just  show  up  on  the  scene  three  days  before  September  7  th  ,  far 
 from  it.  They’re  from  families  that,  for  decades,  even  centuries,  have  owned 
 enslaved  people.  So  when  slavery  is  preserved  – and  it  is  preserved  through  silence, 
 there’s  no  legal  instrument  saying,  “Hey,  slavery’s  going  to  continue,”  nothing.  What 
 you  have  is  Article  179  of  the  1824  Constitution,  saying  that  every  Brazilian  citizen  is 
 has the right to private property. Slavery is part of private property, and that’s that. 

 Tiago  Rogero:  There  was  another  article  in  the  Constitution  that  would  help  preserve  slavery 
 in Brazil for the foreseeable future. 

 That article laid out the definition of citizenship. 

 By law, every free Black person born in Brazil was a citizen of the Empire. 
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 Even if Africans became free, they wouldn’t be citizens. 

 But their children would be. 

 And that wasn’t out of the goodness of their hearts. It was more like an escape valve. 

 Those  in  power  were  giving  an  inch  –  to  ward  off  the  risk  of  folks  toppling  the  entire  system 
 of slavery. 

 To ward off the risk of another Haiti. 

 And even those who achieved that citizenship found that they were second-class citizens. 

 In theory, they had civil rights, but not political rights – they couldn’t vote or hold office. 

 That Constitution is still the longest-standing in Brazilian history. 

 It lasted through 1889. 

 And throughout that period, free Black people lived in a state of precarious freedom. 

 Ynaê  Lopes  dos  Santos:  Freedom,  even  when  it  was  enshrined  in  a  letter  of 
 manumission,  or  even  for  the  Black  population  that  was  born  free  – since  we’re 
 talking  about  freedom  within  racialized  slavery,  if  you’re  Black,  you’re  never  fully 
 free.  So  being  a  slaveowner  is  one  of  the  most  effective  ways  for  you  to  guarantee 
 your own freedom. 

 Tiago  Rogero:  That’s  why  some  former  slaves,  when  they  were  able  to  save  up  the  money, 
 wound up buying slaves themselves. 

 You could even buy an enslaved person on a payment plan, in installments. 

 Ynaê  Lopes  dos  Santos:  Slaveowners  weren’t  just  large-scale  proprietors,  the  major 
 slavemasters. Slavery was an institution, it was private property. 

 Tiago Rogero:  Three years later, the Chamber of Deputies  went back into session. 

 And then a Black man petitioned the Chamber. 

 The Constitution said that any citizen who was arrested had the right to know why. 

 What charges they were facing. 
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 And  it  also  said  that,  if  the  Constitution  were  being  violated,  any  citizen  had  the  right  to 
 petition the legislature. 

 And that’s what that Black man did. 

 His name was Delfino. We don’t know his last name. 

 His  case  was  brought  to  light  by  two  historians,  Adriana  Pereira  Campos  and  Kátia  Sausen 
 da Motta. 

 In  the  petition,  Delfino’s  lawyer  argued  that  he  had  been  jailed  for  two  months  at  that  point 
 and hadn’t been charged. He wasn’t accused of any crime, but he was still imprisoned. 

 The lawyer wrote: 

 "The  petitioner,  as  a  freedman,  is  a  citizen  who,  as  such,  may  not  be  imprisoned  and 
 much less remain in prison.” 

 In other words: Delfino, as a Black free man born in Brazil, 

 was simply trying to exercise his rights as a citizen. 

 Anderson  Gonçalves:  Since  I  work  at  a  street  market,  but  I  got  my  odd  jobs,  so  I 
 went  to  see  a  guy  to  see  if  he  had  any  odd  jobs,  to  make  a  little  cash  on  the  side, 
 ‘cause every little bit helps, y’know? But when I got there, the cops showed up. 

 Tiago Rogero:  But Delfino… 

 stayed in prison. 

 Here’s the backstory: 

 Delfino had been enslaved, owned by a rich guy who died. 

 And the guy’s heirs started fighting over his estate. 

 Then  the  guy’s  son  sold  Delfim.  But  then  his  brother-in-law  alleged  that  he  was  the  real  heir, 
 and hence Delfino’s owner, and arrested Delfino. 

 Then the guy who’d bought him went: 

 “Hey, you know what? Now he’s not mine, not yours, not anybody’s. Now he’s free.” 

 And he freed Delfino. 
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 But  the  judge  decided  that,  until  there  was  a  final  verdict  on  the  estate,  Delfino  should  stay 
 behind bars, 

 even though he hadn’t committed a crime. 

 You know the presumption of innocence? Everyone is innocent until proven guilty? 

 In theory, anyway. 

 The principle in Delfino’s case wasn’t the presumption of freedom. 

 It was the presumption of slavery. 

 Before he could exercise any of his rights as a Citizen, 

 first, he had to prove that he wasn’t enslaved. 

 Anderson  Gonçalves:  Then  they  sat  me  down,  started  taking  a  bunch  of  pictures,  a 
 bunch  of  people  looking.  And  me,  asking  them  what  was  going  on.  Then  they  went... 
 ‘Ok,  you’re  going  down  to  the  station,  then  you’re  going  home.’  I  asked  them  why  I 
 was  going  to  the  station  if  my  record  was  clean,  I  said.  And  they  went,  ‘No,  you  gotta 
 go.’ 

 Tiago Rogero:  Delfino was arrested in May of 1826,  and he petitioned the legislature in July. 

 It  was  only  in  May  of  the  following  year  that  the  commission  which  had  analyzed  the  case 
 read their report on the floor. 

 And they sided with 

 the judge. 

 Anderson  Gonçalves:  When  I  got  there,  the  officer  came  up  and  said  I  was  a  piece 
 of  work.  And  I  was  telling  her  I  had  a  job.  Then  she  went,  ‘Lock  him  up  already.’  And 
 they locked me up. And I stayed there, locked up. 

 Tiago Rogero:  That report from the commission is the  last we know of Delfino. 

 We don’t know if he stayed in prison. We don’t know what happened to him afterward. 
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 Anderson  Gonçalves:  In  there,  there  was  no  day,  no  night,  no  nothing.  Nobody 
 telling  me  nothing.  I’d  ask  for  explanations,  shout  out.  And  they’d  tell  me  to  shut  up  if 
 I didn’t want things to get worse. 

 Tiago Rogero:  Was he ever freed? Did he stay in prison? 

 What  the  hell  kind  of  citizenship  is  it  when  a  person  can  be  imprisoned  for  that  long  without 
 having committed a crime? 

 Anderson  Gonçalves:  I  was  in  that  cell  for  seven  days,  then  I  got  sent  to  the 
 penitentiary,  where  it  was  a  shared  cell.  The  officer  went,  ‘If  you  haven’t  been  to  hell, 
 you’re about to.’ 

 Tiago Rogero:  The voice you’ve been hearing belongs  to Anderson Gonçalves. 

 In 2019, he was looking for work 

 when he was approached by the police. 

 All  this  happened  in  downtown  Petrópolis,  the  town  that  still  pays  a  tax  to  the  descendants 
 of Dom Pedro to this day. 

 The officers didn’t explain anything to Anderson. 

 They took him down to the station and left him there. 

 He couldn’t talk to his wife, he didn’t have a lawyer... 

 He didn’t know it, but there in the station was a man who’d been mugged a month earlier. 

 The  man  said  he  didn’t  get  a  good  look  at  the  mugger,  but  he  was  a  Black  man  with  a  scar 
 on his face. 

 The officers took the victim into a room, looking through a window. 

 On the other side of the glass, staring into a mirror, 

 was Anderson, 

 next to two other suspects. 

 Anderson  Gonçalves:  They  kept  looking  at  each  other  and  smiling,  like.  And  me, 
 looking  at  the  mirror.  And  them  laughing  in  my  face,  me  all  serious,  looking  into  the 
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 mirror,  and  that’s  when  I  went  down.  It  was  a  lineup,  but  since  I  didn’t  know,  I  didn’t 
 even know it was a lineup. I just thought it was normal. 

 Tiago Rogero:  The victim… identified Anderson. 

 He was charged, based on that identification, 

 and a judge accepted the charge. 

 Anderson  Gonçalves:  And  I  said  to  them,  ‘No,  I  didn’t  do  any  of  that.’  But  that  was  it, 
 I  stayed  there.  And  I  just  stayed  in  prison.  Months  and  months,  and  me  there.  I  spent 
 a  year  and  three  months  in  prison,  no  idea  what  was  going  on.  Looking  for  help  in 
 there,  nobody’d  help  me.  They  treat  us  like  animals,  they  do.  Rotten  food  coming  in. 
 You  couldn’t  eat  right,  I  wasn’t  about  to  eat  rotten  food.  Sometimes  I  would,  I’m  not 
 going to lie. But it was all spoiled, I wasn’t about to eat that. 

 Marcílio  Brito:  Look,  Tiago,  I’ve  been  a  public  defender  for  27  years  now.  And  this  is 
 one  of  the  most  flagrant  injustices  I’ve  seen  to  date.  Because  here  we  have 
 structural  racism  in  action,  on  the  part  of  the  civil  police,  which  investigated  the 
 case; the prosecutor’s office,; and the judiciary, the judge. 

 Tiago Rogero:  This is Marcílio Brito, a public defender  in the state of Rio. 

 Marcílio  Brito:  He  was  picked  up  off  the  street,  ‘Ah,  you  committed  this  crime,  and 
 now  you’re  under  arrest.’  No  warrant.  And  they  put  him  in  a  lineup  with  two  white 
 men. 

 Tiago Rogero:  Ah, I hadn’t mentioned that part. 

 Remember the victim said he didn’t get a good look at the mugger’s face, 

 but that the guy had been Black? 

 Down at the station, the officers put together a three-man lineup for the victim. 

 Anderson, who’s Black, 

 and two white men. 

 Marcílio Brito:  And the victim was induced to identify  Anderson. 

 Tiago Rogero  : But that wasn’t the only problem with  the case. 
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 Marcílio  Brito:  Anderson  only  had  a  hearing  six  months  after  his  first  day  of 
 imprisonment, when he should have had one immediately. 

 Tiago  Rogero:  Anderson  didn’t  get  a  hearing.  He  didn’t  know  what  he  was  being  accused  of. 
 He didn’t have the right to defend himself. 

 And Anderson was only let go 15 months later, 

 15 months, 

 because,  when  he  finally  did  get  a  hearing,  and  here  I’m  quoting  from  the  decision  that 
 finally set him free, 

 "the  victim  failed  to  identify  on  the  suspect  the  key  physical  feature  he  had  observed  on 
 the perpetrator: a facial scar.” 

 Marcílio Brito:  Anderson, you interviewed him, Anderson  doesn’t have a scar. 

 Tiago Rogero:  15 months in prison. 15 months. 

 Who can give him that time back? Who can give his wife that time back? 

 Anderson  Gonçalves:  It  really  hit  me  hard  because  I  was  a  hard  worker,  I  had  my 
 little  stand,  and  when  odd  jobs  came  up  I’d  go  do  them,  and  being  in  there  hurt  me 
 because  since  it  was  a  mugging,  for  a  person  to  let  me  in  their  house,  they’ll  be 
 suspicious,  even  if  I  can  prove  it.  So  I  lost  all  my  odd  jobs.  Today,  I’m  on  all  these 
 meds.  If  I  don’t  take  them,  I  get  all  worked  up,  I  get  insomnia.  I  keep  thinking  about 
 jail... It’s like it’s a movie, I can’t get out of it. 

 Tiago Rogero:  A 15-month sentence for the crime 

 of being born Black in Brazil. 

 What  the  hell  kind  of  citizenship  is  it  when  a  person  can  be  imprisoned  for  that  long  without 
 having committed a crime? 

 200 years separate Delfino’s story from Anderson’s. 

 For Delfino, it was the presumption of slavery. 

 For Anderson, of guilt. Of criminality. 
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 You might say: every Black person is a criminal until proven otherwise. 

 Two hundred years after that first Constitution, 

 Black people are still second-class citizens in Brazil. 

 Tiago  Rogero:  And  what  do  you  see  for  the  future,  Anderson?  What  do  you  want  to 
 do... when you dream, what do you dream of? 

 Anderson  Gonçalves:  My  dream’s  still  the  same  – opening  up  a  little  vegetable 
 stand.  And  then  a  little  café  where  we  can  sell  the  cakes  we  make.  And  keep  on 
 working,  I  want  to  get  better  with  the  help  of  the  medicine.  I  know  I’ll  get  there  one 
 day.  They  tried  to  take  that  dream  away,  but  they  can’t.  ‘Cause  I’ve  still  got  it  on  my 
 mind, and I’m going to get there. I’m going to fight until I do. 

 Tiago Rogero  : This was just the first episode of the projeto Querino podcast. 

 We  started  out  with  Brazil’s  Independence,  but  over  the  course  of  the  following  episodes, 
 we’re going to cover other periods in Brazilian history, and Brazil today. 

 projeto  Querino  is  inspired  by  “1619,”  which  was  launched  in  2019  by  The  New  York  Times  and 
 led by the journalist Nikole Hannah-Jones. 

 At  the  project,  we’ve  been  guided  by  the  words  of  the  photographer  and  activist  Januário 
 Garcia. 

 Januário left us in 2021. This is what he used to say: 

 "There’s a history of Black people 

 without Brazil. 

 But there’s no history of Brazil 

 without Black people.” 

 projeto Querino is supported by the Ibirapitanga Institute. 

 The podcast is produced by Rádio Novelo. 
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 On  our  website,  projetoquerino.com.br  ,  you  can  find  all  the  information  about  the  project,  as 
 well as additional content. Website design by  Àiyé. 

 And  I’d  like  to  invite  you  to  read  the  full  suite  of  material  related  to  projeto  Querino  that’s 
 being published in  piauí  Magazine, on newsstands and  on the magazine’s website. 

 This  episode  drew  on  research  by  Gilberto  Porcidonio,  Rafael  Domingos  Oliveira,  and 
 Angélica Paulo, who also ran production for the series. 

 The  episode  was  edited  by  Lucca  Mendes,  with  sound  design  by  Júlia  Matos,  mixed  by 
 Pipoca Sound. 

 Fact-checking by Gilberto Porcidonio, 

 and original music by Victor Rodrigues Dias. 

 Promotion, distribution, and digital content strategy: Bia Ribeiro. 

 The visual identity is by Draco Imagem. 

 The actor who was kind enough to read a part of José Bonifácio’s proposal was Paulo Betti. 

 The interviews were transcribed by Guilherme Póvoas and Rodolfo Vianna. 

 The narration was recorded in the studios of Pipoca Sound and engineered by João Muniz. 

 Script  consultation  by  Mariana  Jaspe,  Paula  Scarpin,  and  Flora  Thomson-DeVeaux,  with 
 additional editing by Natália Silva. 

 History consultant: Ynaê Lopes dos Santos. 

 Executive producer: Guilherme Alpendre. 

 The  financial  coordination  of  the  project  is  by  ISPIS,  the  Instituto  Sincronicidade  para  a 
 Interação Social. 

 The project was created, reported, written, hosted, and coordinated by me, Tiago Rogero. 

 This episode includes audio from TV Culture, TV Record, and Jovem Pan News. 

 The  Ibirapitanga  Institute  is  a  grant-making  foundation  founded  in  2017  by  filmmaker 
 Walter  Salles,  dedicated  to  defending  civil  liberties  and  strengthening  democracy  in  Brazil. 
 Ibirapitanga  supports  Brazilian  organizations,  movements,  and  collectives  that  seek  to  bring 
 about positive structural change in two main areas: racial equity and food systems. 

 Our  thanks  to  Andre  Degenszajn,  Iara  Rolnik,  Thales  Vieira,  Flávia  Oliveira,  Manuela  Thamani, 
 Diana  Mendes,  Mohara  Valle,  Raphael  Bandeira,  Raul  Torres,  Thais  Prais,  Amanda  Pessoa, 
 Marcelle  Darrieux,  Juliana  Jaeger,  FêCris  Vasconcellos,  Gabriela  Varella,  Paulo  Betti,  Rejane 
 Guerra,  Marco  Morel,  Nilzete  Santos,  Ricardo  Mendes,  Eny  Kleyde,  Rodrigo  França,  Lúcia 
 Xavier, Carlos Araujo, and Pricilla Maria. 

 See you next time. 
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